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The following letter was signed by 106 CEOs in opposition to H.R. 1542, the Tauzin-Dingell bill:
November  14, 2001

The Honorable J. Dennis Hastert
Speaker
U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Mr. Speaker:

We strongly oppose H.R. 1542, the Tauzin-Dingell bill and urge that it not be brought to a vote
by the full House of Representatives.  It is wholly unnecessary and has already caused harm to
our companies and to our customers. If enacted into law, its consequences would be devastating
for our New Economy companies and consumers.

We fully support the goal of rapid and widespread availability of advanced service capabilities. 
Our companies are the competitive innovators that are driving broadband deployment.  The best
way to accomplish this goal for all Americans is to promote a competitive marketplace, a policy
approach adopted in the historic Telecommunications Act of 1996.  The best way to undermine
the power of competition would be to pass H.R. 1542. 

This legislation is simply not necessary.  The Bell Companies still control over 95% of the
nation’s residential telephone lines in the areas they serve, and there are no restrictions on the
Bell Companies’ ability to provide local high-speed data services today.  Five years after
Congress directed the Bell Companies to open their networks to competitors, only seven states
have been found to comply with the 14-point checklist.  Passing H.R. 1542 would reward the
Bell Companies for breaking their promises and would allow them to extinguish emerging
competition.  H.R. 1542 could create the worst possible scenario -- four megacompanies
each possessing an unregulated monopoly over local telephone services and Internet access.

Furthermore, the legislation is causing great harm to economic growth and consumers.  Our
companies have spent tens of billions of dollars to build competitive networks and to bring
innovative services to the marketplace.  Collectively, we are the engines of the New Economy. 
H.R. 1542 jeopardizes our ability to continue to raise the funds to develop, build and operate
these high-speed networks.  The regulatory uncertainty created by H.R. 1542 has already
weakened investors’ confidence in our industry.  We urge that any further consideration of this
legislation cease and, instead, that Congress insist that the pro-competition provisions of the
1996 Act be enforced.

Francisco Gomez-Palacio
President
Access Comm Corporation
Irving, TX

Dr. Judy Reed Smith
CEO
ACM Group, Inc.
Boston, MA
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Clifford G. Rudolph
Chairman & CEO
Advanced TelCom Group, Inc. (ATG)
Santa Rosa, CA

Juan Marcos Larios
President & CEO
Akmen.com, Inc.
Miami, FL

Mike Petrillo
President
AllCom USA, Inc.
Ontario, CA

Royce Holland
Chairman & CEO
Allegiance Telecom
Dallas, Texas

Beth Hahn
President
American Homeowner’s Grass Roots
Alliance
Arlington, VA

Ron Henriksen
President and CEO
American LightWave Communications, Inc.
Houston, TX

Robert M Buchta
President
AMI  Communications, Inc.
Geneva, IL

Steven J. Hesling
President
American Telesis, Inc.
Hilton Head, SC

J. Curt Hockemeier
President & CEO
Arbinet-thexchange
New York, NY

Jonathan Flicker
CEO
ARBROS Communications Inc.
Silver Spring, MD

Alan Borck
President
ARC Communications
Piscataway, NJ

Michael Armstrong
Chairman
AT&T
Basking Ridge, NJ

Robert Bral
President
Backbone Communications Inc.
Los Angeles, CA

David E. Scott
President
Birch Telecom, Inc.
Kansas City, MI
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Earle A. MacKenzie
CEO
Broadslate Networks Inc.
Charlottesville, VA

Mike Newkirk
President & COO
BTI
Raleigh, NC

William C. Beyer
President
Business Equipment Center of Atlanta, Inc.
Atlanta, GA

Ted Stern
CEO
BuyersOnline
Bluffdale, UT

Trey Smith
President & CTO
Cable & Wireless USA

Brad Evans
President & CEO
Cavalier Telephone
Richmond, VA

Jim Geiger
CEO
CBeyond Communications, LLC
Atlanta, GA 

Rick Goldsmith
President
Cellnet Communications
Madison Heights, MI

Steve Dubnik
President and CEO
Choice One Communications Inc.
Rochester, NY

Sam Jarrett
President
Ciera Network Systems, Inc.
Houston, TX

John S. Marick
President
Consumer Cellular, Inc.
Lake Oswego, OR

Charles Hoffman
CEO
Covad Communications Company
Santa Clara, California

John Leach
President and CEO
Covista
Little Falls, NJ

Marc Rozar
President
Custom Network Solutions
New York, NY

Christopher P. Dorsey
Vice President
Cybergate, Inc.
Laurel, MS
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Richard Mangiarelli
President & CEO
CyberTel Communications Corp.
San Diego, CA

Addie L. Ramsay
President
Datastar, Inc
Picayune, MS

Randy Wear
Chairman & CEO
Decision Systems Plus, Inc.
Rosemont, IL

Dave Struwas
Chairman and CEO
DSL.Net
New Haven, CT 

Garry Betty
CEO
EarthLink
Atlanta, GA

Robert E. Mocas
President
Easton Telecom Services Inc
Richfield, OH

Dan Ahern
President
EATELCORP, Inc.
Gonzales LA

Michael F. Lagana
VP Commercial Sales
eLEC Communications, Inc.
New Rochelle, NY

Scott Van Derhei
President & CEO
En-Touch Systems
Houston, TX

John McClellan
President
EPIK Communications
Orlando, FL

Clifford D. Williams
CEO
Eschelon Telecom, Inc.
Minneapolis, MN

George Schmitt
Chairman and Acting CEO
e.spire Communications
Herndon, Virginia

Christina Gold
Chairman, President & CEO
Excel Communications
Dallas, TX

Gregory Wood
Owner
Farsight Voice Data Solutions
Odesa, TX

Robert Taylor
President & CEO
Focal Communications
Chicago, IL 

Dean H. Cary
President/CEO
Forval International Telecom, Inc.
Woodcliff Lake, NJ
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Leon McCaskill
CEO
Grassroots Alliance InfiNet Inc.
Dallas, TX

Joni Maloy
Owner
Gulfcoast On-Line Development Inc.
Long Beach, MS

Ron Contrado
President
Homisco
Melrose, MA

Clair Kaye
President
Illinois Internet Service Providers
Association

Doug Hanson
President, CEO & Chairman
Internet Commerce & Communications
Greenwood Village, CO

Michael J. Elliott
President
Internet Connection, Inc.
Moorseville, IN

Hunter McAllister
CEO
I-55 Internet Services, Inc.
Hammond, LA

Camil Samaha
Vice President
Intrex Internet Services, Inc.
Raleigh, NC

Mark Baker
CEO
Ionex Telecommunications, Inc.
Dallas, TX

Sean Minter
President & COO
IP Communications Corp.
Dallas, TX

Andrew M. Walker
COO and President
ITC^DeltaCom, Inc.
West Point, GA

William F. Lenahan
CEO
KMC Telecom
Bedminster, NJ

Roscoe Young
President & COO
KMC Telecom
Bedminster, NJ

Mike Miller
CEO
Line Systems, Inc.
Broomall, PA

Craig T. Sheetz
President and CEO
Logix Communications Enterprises, Inc.
Oklahoma City, OK

Charles F. Cleary
Chief Operating Officer
Log On America
Providence, RI
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Lance Yedersberger
President
LTDS
Fairfield, IA

Bruce J. Becker
President & COO
Madison River Communications, LLC
Mebane, NC

Clark McLeod
Chairman & Co-CEO
McLeodUSA
Cedar Rapids, IA

Marshall Aronow
CEO
MetTel
New York, NY

James Smutniak
COO
Midwest Telecom of America, Inc.
Merrillville, IN

Rolla Huff
CEO
Mpower Communications Corp.
Pittsford, NY

William L. Pope
President
NCIC Operator Services
Longview, TX

Charlie Thomas
Chairman & CEO
Net2000 Communications
Herndon, VA

Robert T. Hale, Sr.
Chairman
Network Plus
Randolph, MA

Scott Thompson
President
Network Technology Group
Baton Rouge, LA

Ray Russenberger
CEO
Network Telephone Inc.
Pensacola, Florida

Daniel Moffat
President and CEO
New Edge Networks
Vancouver, WA 

James W. Akerhielm
President and CEO
NewSouth Communications
Greenville, SC

Richard Burk
President & CEO
nii Communications
San Antonio, TX

Scott A. White
President
NorthStar Communications, Inc.
Irvine, CA

Larry W. Seab
President / CEO
NOW Communications, Inc.
Lawrenceville, GA
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David L. Solomon
Chairman and CEO
NuVox, Inc.
Chesterfield, MO

Michael Pruett
President and CEO
OneWest.net
Jackson, Wyoming

Gail Jones
Vice President Operations
Oration Technologies 
Omaha, NE

Wally Griffin
President & CEO
Pac-West Telecomm
Stockton, CA 

Arunas Chesonis
Chairman  & CEO
PaeTec
FairPoint, NY

David Griffee
CEO/President
1-800-RECONEX, Inc.
Hubbard, OR

John M. Williams, Jr.
President & CEO
SafeNET, Inc.
Atlanta, GA

William T. Esrey
Chairman & CEO
Sprint
Westwood, KS

David Robertson
President, STIC.NET, Inc.
VP, Texas Internet Service Provider's Assn.
San Antonio, TX

Mark Jordan
President & CEO
TCAST Communications, Inc.
Valencia, CA

William F. Linsmeier
President
TCO Network
Elm Grove, WI

John Kane
CEO
Telseon
Englewood, CO

Larissa Herda
CEO & President
Time Warner Telecom
Littleton, CO 

Herb Zureich
President
TXU Communications
Conroe, TX 
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Craig G. Nelson
President and CEO
Unicom
Bend, OR

Aaron D. Cowell Jr.
President
US LEC Corp.
Charlotte, NC

Richard Kimsey
President & CEO
US TelePacific Corporation
Los Angeles, CA

Randy Ripley
President
U.S. Telefone Inc.
Alta Loma, CA

Kitty Sachs
President
Virginia Internet Service Providers
Association

Roger A. Smith
CEO/President
Vox Populi Telecommunications, Inc.
Houston, TX

Gary Gardner
President
Washington Internet Service Providers
Association

William Rouhana

Chairman & CEO
WinStar Communications
New York, NY 

Laura Scher
CEO
Working Assets
San Francisco, CA

Bernard J. Ebbers
President and CEO
WorldCom
Clinton, Mississippi

Steve Mossbrook
President
Wyoming Internet Service Providers
Association

Nate Davis
COO
XO Communications
Reston, VA 

Gregg Smith
CEO
Z-Tel
Tampa, FL


